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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 200, 202-204, 206, 209-212 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Yamada et 
al. (cited ref.). 

Yamada et al., figs. 4-5 and related text on col. 4-6 discloses substantially the 
claimed method for forming a photo sensor comprising excavating a trench by 
anisotropically etching the semiconductor substrate 302 of a first conductivity type (fig. 
5(e)-5(f)); performing an implantation of a second conductivity type into the vertical 
internal surface region and the bottom surface region of the trench in a rotating slanted 
manner to form doped region 312 (fig. 5(i)-5(j) and related text in col. 6, paragraph (5)). 

Yamada does not expressly disclose the implantation is a plurality of ion 
implantations at a respective plurality of ion implantation angles including the first 
implantation angle is orthogonal to the second implantation angle; however, by 
implanting "in a rotating slanted manner" as disclosed by Yamada, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to recognize that the multiple 
implantations, including first and second implantations, are inherently included in a 
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rotating manner, and by implanting to the trench hole in the opposite directions each 
perpendicular to the charge transfer direction (paragraph bridging col. 5-6, note in fig. 
3(d) that shows the charge transfer direction by an arrow pointing from left to right in the 
doped region 108), it would have been obvious to those skilled in the art to recognize 
that the slanted angles were inherently orthogonal to each other; moreover, since figs. 
5(k)-5(l) show the second conductivity type doped region 312 conformally formed in the 
trench hole in first conductivity type substrate with uniform thickness as the same as in 
the instant claimed invention, the implantation angles should inherently be the same. 

With respect to claims 203, 204, col. 6, lines 12-14 discloses the formation of 
silicon dioxide above the vertical internal surface region. 

With respect to claim 206, col. 5, line 62 discloses the use of PSG film 309 above 
the vertical internal surface region. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 205, 207, 208 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Yamada et al. (cited ref.) in view of the admitted prior art. 
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Yamada et al., figs. 4-5 and related text on col. 4-6 discloses the claimed method 
for forming a photosensor except the use of BPSG or BSG as a passivation layer and 
CMP for a subsequent step of forming contact and wiring. 

However, in paragraphs bridging pages 16-17, applicant clearly admitted that 
BPSG, PSG, or BSG are well-known material for use in passivating the device and 
CMP is a well-known process for planarizing in the final steps of forming contact and 
wiring. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have used the well-known BSP or BPSG material 
and CMP process in forming contact and wiring as admitted as prior art in Yamada et al. 
process for completing the device as in the instant claimed invention. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 200, 202-212 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tuan H. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1694. The examiner can normally be reached on 9AM-5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl Whitehead Jr. can be reached on 571-272-1702. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Tuan H. Nguyen ' 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2813 


